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surprising to learn that from this time there were to be
found here and there in the Greek world women who in
intellectual pursuits were the peers of their male com-
peers, and that there should be found among women
the nine terrestrial Muses, so called as a counterpart
to the celestial Nine.

Sappho's unique greatness is best appreciated when we
consider how she has been regarded by the great men of
antiquity and of modern times.

Among the Greeks, she possessed the unique renown
of being called " The Poetess/' just as Homer was "The
Poet." Solon, hearing one of her poems, prayed that he
might not see death until he had learned it. Plato num-
bered her among the wise. Aristotle quotes without
reservation a judgment that placed her in the same rank
as Homer and Archilochus. Plutarch likens her "to the
heart of a volcano/' and says that the grace of her poems
acted on her listeners like an enchantment, and that when
he read them he set aside the drinking cup in very shame.
Strabo called her "a wonderful something/' and says
that "at no period within memory has any woman been
known who, in any way, even the least degree, could be
compared to her for poetry." Demetrius of Phaleron
adds his word of praise: " Wherefore Sappho is eloquent
and sweet when fche sings of beauty and of love and
spring, and of the kingfisher; and every beautiful ex-
pression is woven into her poetry besides what she herself
invented."

"Writers in the Greek Anthology continually sing her
praises, calling her "the Tenth Muse," "pride of Hellas,"
"comrade of Apollo," "child of Aphrodite and Eros,"
"nursling of the Graces and Persuasion." Nor have
modern critics been less restrained in their praises, not-
withstanding the fact that they possess merely a handful